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The Cornell-Harvard expedition to Sardis is one of the several 
ological expeditions sponsored by the American Schools of Srtantel ae 
s3arch, The actual funds for the work in the field are supplied by 
Harvard, Cornell and the Bollingen Foundation. Dr. Hanfmannis the 
Fisld Director and I assist wherever I can, and represent Cornell and 
tae American Schools in the administration of the expedition. Dr. 


Hanfmamis doing an excellent job and I commend this report to all our 
readers, 


cxexaeanene’ SOOTY Detweller, President 


The large scale campaign at Sardis is entering upon its homestretch. 
With the arrival of President and Mrs. Detweiler the staff has reached 
its highest strength of the season. Work is going forward on four ma- 
jor sectors while several projects of exploration,::.: research and re- 
pair either have been completed or are advancing toward completion. 


Officially, the season began with the arrival first of Mrs. Hanfmann, 
our Recorder and Miss Bonnie Solomon, our photographer, on June 15; 
but actually Dr. Gustavus F, Swift, of the Oriental Institute, who is 
serving as Administrative Officer, had come to Turkey in April to 
initiate construction of an additional housing unit-which was complet- 
ed almost on time and is now inhabited by Dr. Swift and his family. I 
had flown to Ankara to discuss various matters concerning work of the 
expedition with the new Acting Director General, Riistem Duyuran, and 
came to Sardis on June 17. In addition to those already mentioned, 
our staff this year included Prof. Stephen \’. Jacobs, Mr, and Iirs. 
Charles F. Rogers II, and Stuart Lee Carter, architects, and Christo- 
pher Reagan, archaeologist and epigraphist, from Gornell. Dr. Donald 
P,. Hansen, Oriental Institute, Crawford H. Greenewalt, Jr., Pennsyl- 
vania, David G. Mitten (Harvard and American School of Classical 
Studies, Athens) and “illiam C. Kohler, Harvard, archaeologists; Mrs. 
W. C. Kohler, (Columbia and Boston University), anthropologist and 
recorder; ‘!. C. B. Young, Conservator. Our energetic Commissioner, 
Kemal Ziya Polatkan and our draftsman, Cuven Bakir, University of 
Ankara, as well as five young Turkish assistants for architectural re- 
cording, and laboratory work help us develop the cooperative character 
of our work. Two special projects brought to us specialists of dis- 
tinction. As a first step in a joint project to test the applicabil- 
ity of geophysical techniques for detection of ancient structures, 

Dr. David Greenewalt, of the Department of Geophysics, Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology, stayed with the expedition from July 5 to 
July 17. The purpose of this preliminary study was to determine the 
efficiency of the instruments used and to ascertain the specific lo- 
cal conditions. Dr. Greenewalt tested resistivity equipment and mag- 
netometer measurements in several areas. His instructive preliminary 
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report indicates that the 


: methods hold definite promise but certain 


We hope that 


mprovements need to be made to meet local conditions 
the project may be continued during the next two seasons 


During the past three seasons and again during this campaign we have 
found mosaics of fine quality, though entirely of rs to non-fig- 
urative kind. After discussion with the Department of Antiouities it 
was decided to lift several, among them the ambitiously designed mo- 
saic floor in the sector known as "Pactolus North," where the Late 
Roman structure to which the mosaic belongs will eventually be taken 
down to open the way to an important building of the Persian level. 
The Department of Antiquities detached for this duty Bey Reha Arican, 
, Conservator of the Istanbul Museum, well known for his work on the 
mosaics of the Palace at Constantinople, At the time of writing sev- 
eral sp&endid panels are elready to be seen in our courtyard. Reha 
Bey uses a method which is remarkably effective and well adapted to 
materials locally available. His stay which began July 20 is soon to 
end but he will come back toward the end of the campaign to finish the 
job. An admirable artist in several fields, he has also been very 
good company with his quiet ways and gentle wit. 


As to the work itself, digging began on June 26 and will close on 
August 29. ‘“e have concentrated our labor force of ca. 200 essen- 
tially on four sectors previously opened - the area of the gymnasium 
"Bt, the area of the “House of Bronzes" lying across the modern East-~ 
West highway, the sector “Pactolus North", some 250 m. up into the 
side valley of the Pactolus, and finally the Acropolis. From the 
point of view of our avowed aim - to trace the urbanistic development 
of Sardis - particular interest attaches to the excavation of the 
"Road Trench" undertaken by D. G. Mitten and Chr. Reagan in front of 
the gymnasium "B", Here our earlier campaigns have revealed a long 
row of shops and we had already inferred that a colonnade must have 
prefaced them to the south. Yet it was still a surprise to find 
under the(relatively) recent cobhled Islamic and a lower medieval 
road, a magnificent broad avenue paved with mighty stone slabs, boast- 
ing an intricate drainage system and flanked by wontinuous colonnades 
on both sides in the manner of main thoroughfares of such late 
antique capitals as Ephesus and Antioch. The colonnade adjacent to 
the Byzantine shops still preserves a large part of its marble and 
mosaic floor; that toward the "House of Bronzes" has just begun to 
appear, unfortunately virtually under the modern highway. In its 
present form the "Roman Road" probably belongs to the fourth century 
A.D. 


One of our finest finds was made in the debris that covered the road 
when the colonnade collapsed - an almost intact, magnificently ex- 
pressive late antique head of a bearded man of the kind frequently de- 
scribed as a “soul portrait", It fell to my lot to be present when 
the find was made and it was thrilling to see emerge out of the soil a 
piece which rivals the famous Eerly Christian or Proto-Byzantine por- 
traits from Ephesus and Aphrodisias. 
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We have been stimulated to the uncovering of the road by the arrival 
here of Mr. S. Frederick Starr and his enterprising colleagues from 
Yale University who have been tracing the course of the Royal road 
across Asia Minor. They were among the first of the many scholars anda 
ovner visitors who are coming in increasing numbers to Sardis. We 
were honored by a visit from the Governor of the vilavet of Manisa and 
other high ranking military and civil officials. Prof. and Mrs. H. 
Gusterbock of the Oriental Institute, and their family, Prof. and Mrs. 
Jeck L. Benson of Welles.ey, Miss H. Caruso of the Oriental Institute 
have been among our recent guests as well as Professors Young and Un- 
mack with thirty members of Central Baptist Theological Seminary. 
Pref. and Mrs. Geza deFrancovick, Univezsity of Rome also visited us 
recently. In addition Mr. and Mrs. C. A. Benjamin of Chicago, Mr. and 
Mrs. J. Aresty of New Jersey, Mr. and Mrs, David G. Briggs, Country 
Information Officer, USIS, Dr. Bechol and Miss De Luce of the Miletus 
excavations, Prof. hi. Beck with a group of students from Zuerich, and 
also & group of some 70 Turkish ladies and gentlemen, who are prepar- 
ing to Serve as guices in the Izmir area and who came last Sunday to 
tace in en extensive guidance. This much needed service is being de- 
veloped under the aegis of the Turkish-American association, whose 
Sccretary Ahmet D&nmez will bring the association for a visit soon. 
The number of touriats is growing and we now announce, by means of a 
striking sign designed by Charlie Rogers, the fact that we will pro- 
vide regular guidances on Saturdays and Sundays. We have also erected 
a shelter at the parking space to give much needed shade for sun 
parched visitors to the Artemis Temple. 


To return to archaeology, the large trench in the “House of Bronzes" 
area which yielded a deep sequence to 13th century B.C. and revealed 
for the first time Lydian levels unencumbered by later buildings last 
season, has now grown to about twice its former size and continues to 
spew forth amazing amounts of pottery. Its particular feature is the 
number of nearly intact pots found sitting on the floors. Its straté- 
jgraphy is becoming more complicated in the upper levels and there is 
a very fascinating feature in the shape of a wide circle filled with 
burned matter - though we are not completely sure of its function. 
Iiiteresting finds such as parts of casting moulds suggest the possi- 
bility of industrial usage. Dr. Swift expects to begin soon 4B 


attempt to enlarge the sounding in depth made on a small scale last 
yeare 


At Pactolus North much of the season was spent by Dr. Hansen in uncov- 
ering part of a Roman bath with well preserved hypocaust floors. Here 
Prof. Del Chiaro had discovered last year at a deeper level parts of 
two apsidal buildings tentatively assigned to the Persian era. Dr. 
Hansen is currently enlarging excavations in this area as well as to 
the south of the bath where large-sized walls of Lydian buildings have 
appeared. (Incidentally, here as well as in the House of Bronzes 
trench evidence is accumulating which indicates that Lydian pottery 
survived at least into the fourth century B.C.) 


In general the impression is confirmed that the "House of Bronzes" 
area représents a kind of bazaar district while the area of the 





Newsletter #1 1961-1962 Page -4= 
"Pactolus North", some 350 meters to southwest contains larger and 


more imposing buildings and may well be located near or in the Lydian 
agora. 


On the Acropolis, Crawford H. Greenewalt, Jr., has succeeded in es- 
tablishing the lineaments of a large terraced building. A gold soli- 
dus of Justinian II (705-711 A.D.) indicates that the earliest phase 
was Early Byzantine. A number of graves, concentrated in two areas, 
attest to burials in time of sieges. The large building is probably 
the Byzantine castle though it is too early to rule out the possibil- 
ity that parts of it at least may have served ecclesiastic function. 
And, at last, at least one trace of a Lydian building has appeared. 


Only brief mention can be made of a variety of enterprises, planned 
and unplanned. A chance discovery of a barrel vaulted tomb build 
over Roman graves of the first or second century A.D. led to consid- 
erable effort to preserve its paintings - peacocks, baskets, flowers- 
done in simple but colorful style. Our conservator has done his 

best to consolidate the paintings and Mrs, Marga R. Rogers has pre- 
pared watercolor copies. The burial, located on the east bank of the 
Pactolus, is being excavated by D.P.Hansene The plan is to close it 
up again in an attempt to preserve the paintings, The date is not 


yet exactly known but should fall into the period from 4th to 6th 
century A.D. 


Lydian tombs of the Hellenistic era containing two massive bath tub 
sarcophagi were excavated by Mr. and Mrs. W. C. Kohler, while Mr. C.H. 
Greenewalt, Jr. had given us our first Lydian gold - though not on a 
Croesan scale - when he found a finely granulated necklace bead, a 
tiny silver hawk, and an agate on gold wire in finishing up an exca- 


vation cf Lydian graves begun and unfortunately substantially ad- 
vanced by grave robbers last winter. 


Through the initiative of our conservator, Burriss C. Young, two 
enterprises were launched - the transfer of sculptures and inscrip- 
tions left stranded in the ruin of the excavation house of the first 
Sardis expedition and the repair on the interesting church which ad- 
joins the south east corner of the temple of Artemis. Among the dis- 
coveries in among Butler's abandoned antiouities were several frag- 
ments of the colossal statue of Antoninus Pius, «hich stood in the 
east cella of the Temple of Artemis. The largest fragment was al- 
ready known, as it was lying in the cella in the time of the first 
Sardis expedition but nose and eyes, fingers etc., of the statue five 
and a half times human size constitute impressive additions. In the 
Artemis Temple itself, W. C. Kohler is carrying on our cleaning pro- 
gram by setting up the platform of the image. This will not be a 
restoration in the strict sense, as no sufficient evidence is avail- 
able. Rather the arrangement will clear the cella from chaotic 


masses of stone without making it impossible to revise the arrange- 
ment later. 


The attempt to rescue the church from its degraded and dangerous condi~ 
tion is being made under supervision of Prof. Stephen W. Jacobs and 
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Mr. Young. Here again conservation rather than restoration is the 
goal but it was unavoidable that certain structural features had to 
be strengthened by modern concrete. Prof. Jacobs is also undertaking 
the study of the resplendent Marble Court of the gymnasium, one of the 
most impressive examples of the Roman "Severan Baroque." 


Last year's exceptionally heavy rains brought down many poorly built 
walls in several excavated areas. Our specialized repair crew has 
undertaken consolidation and cleaning of the Early Byzantine “House 
of Bronzes" and of the"Byzantine shops." The cleaning of the “House 
of Bronzes" brought its reward in the shape of a coin found in a door 


socket; it dates the last phase of the great residential structure 
to the year 549-550 A.D. 


Christopher Reagan has completed the excavation of the "Pyramid 
Tomb" besin last year. Somewhat more pottery was found but it suf- 
ficss oniy to indicate that the structure must be earlier than the 
Hellenistic period. We continue to believe that it may be the "Tomb 
of Abradatas" alluded to by Kenophon in Cyroupaedia as being on a 
hill high above the Pactolus. The monument had been again partly 
buried by landslides during the winter but we hope to find some ar- 
rangement by which this remarkable witness for the Persian era in 
Serdis will not again completely disappear from sight. 


The development of a grid for the entire huge area of the city has 
beon initiated by Charles F. Rogers, II whose effective leadership 


jn architectural recording has contributed much to the progress of 
this cempaign. He was ably assisted by Stuart Carter. 


During the last four weeks of the season we hope to advance substen-~ 
tially the excavation of earlier strata in the"House of Bronzes", 
Pactolus North, and Acropolis, and to search for predecessors of the 
Foman main street of Sardis. 


George M, A. Hanfmann, Field Director, 
Archaeological Exploration of Sardis 





